
 

 

PLAYERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 

1) Understand and play by the rules. Understanding and playing by the rules is your 

responsibility. The rules exist for the safety, proper order and enjoyment of all people 

involved in our junior football club. Do not ignore or deliberately break any rules. Do not let 

yourself or your team down. 

 

2) Respect umpires and other officials. Umpires and officials have a difficult task to perform 

and you could not play the game without them. They are there to enforce the rules of play 

but they cannot always be right. Accept bad decisions graciously. Abuse of referees is 

unacceptable behaviour. Players who consistently dispute decisions or do not accept bad 

decisions are bad sports. 

 

3) Control your temper. Verbally abusing other players or deliberately distracting or provoking 

an opponent is not acceptable or permitted in our club. Loss of temper is not only 

unpleasant for other participants in the game; it can also distract you and have an adverse 

effect on your concentration and effectiveness on the field. 

 

4) Work equally hard for yourself and for your team. You owe it to yourself and others involved 

in your team to train and play to the best of your abilities. Your team’s performance will 

benefit - so will you. If you are half-hearted about your involvement in the program you will 

become dissatisfied and lose out on much of the enjoyment and satisfaction you can derive 

from giving it your best. Listen to the advice of your coach & try to apply it at practice & in 

games. 

 

5) Treat all players as you would like to be treated. Do not interfere with, bully, or take unfair 

advantage of another player. Just because one of your team cannot perform as well as you 

do does not mean that they are not trying. Everyone makes mistakes. Do not abuse or 

ridicule another player when a mistake is made. 

 

6) Play for the “enjoyment of it” and not just to please parents and coaches. Playing sport, 

including football, should be fun. This doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t take it seriously, just 

that at the same time you should enjoy it. If you enjoy an activity you will perform much 

better and derive far more benefit from it than if it is an unpleasant experience. 

  

 

 

 



 
 

 

7) Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person. Regardless of their gender, ability, 

cultural background, religion, or other factor irrelevant to the game, all persons connected 

with football are entitled to equal treatment and respect. Avoid any remarks that could be 

construed as offensive or discriminatory. Sometimes even a joke may give offence. Even if a 

person refers to themselves with a particular label, it should not be taken as an invitation for 

you to do so. Using discretion is imperative and it is better to err on the side of caution. 

 

8) Be prepared to lose sometimes. Everyone wins and loses at some time. Be a fair winner and 

a good loser. Disappointment at losing is natural, but it should not be obvious to the point of 

being unpleasant for others. Just as unpleasant can be the boastful winner. Recognise that 

even in defeat, the loser has achieved something, just by playing. Not everything in life can 

be a winning situation. Losing can be an important learning experience for your wider life 

goals. 

 

 

 

Always conduct yourself at all times in a manner befitting the tradition and prestige of 

being involved with the Upper Swan Junior Football Club. 


